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Juvenile delinquency
Different states are still struggling to define "juvenile" and how the law should address them. Just like the case of the 8-years-old boy convicted as an adult for murder, many States have not fully understood the difference between leading a "juvenile in the right direction" and "destroying the juvenile's life." I don't think these children can understand the egregiousness of their behavior, and the judicial system should focus on showing these kids the direction to follow. When a juvenile is involved in a criminal act, they should not be left free because they will repeat it. They should be held accountable by facing trials in juvenile courts. The juveniles should then be taken to juvenile jails, where they are being rehabilitated. If a juvenile becomes an adult at a juvenile jail, they are immediately transported to Adult jail regardless of the charges. The United States Department of Justice, Office of Juvenile Justice, and Delinquency Prevention should ensure that Juveniles are never treated like adults in all States.
From the state where I come from, California, juvenile laws are provided under section 707, where anybody under 18 years old is treated as a juvenile. They are charged and convicted at the juvenile law court and then taken to juvenile jails. With approval from The United State Department of justice, office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, California, for instance, has laws that allow juveniles to be treated as an adult and face charges in adult court. There are three circumstances that the state practices this act; statutory exclusion laws, prosecutorial discretion, and judicial waiver laws. I think California juvenile court justice system deals with minor juvenile offenders with better options that do not involve confinement. Our State's Juvenile Criminal Defense Attorney has shown his desire to keep children out of confinement and gives the children who have a run-in with the law a chance to do better and achieve their dreams.
